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Redefi ning the jewelry experience

T
his past year was a 
monumental year for 
Brinker’s Jewelers. They 

celebrated 40 years of  be-
ing the Tri-State’s premier 
jeweler and were awarded 
2012 Best Jewelry Store by 
Evansville Living Magazine 
and the 2012 Readers Choice 
Award from the Courier and 
Press for Best Jewelry Store, 

an award they have won eight 
consecutive years.  Located 
at the corner of  Green River 
Road and the Lloyd Express-
way in Evansville, their goal 
is to provide quality products 
and personalized service with 
a constant commitment to 
serving the needs of  their cus-
tomers everywhere, including 
those visiting online. 

 In August 2012, Brinker’s 
Jewelers came up with a very 
creative way to say thank you 
to the community for their pa-
tronage. They selected twelve 
local non-profi t organizations 
to donate $40,000.  Brinker’s 
Jewelers utilized a Facebook 
contest where people from 
the community could vote for 
the non-profi t of  their choice.  

The contest was a huge 
success, and the com-
munity involvement 

was infl uenced by the pow-
er of  social media.  The 
winner, The Vanderburgh 
Humane Society, received 
$10,000.  Second place, 
Holly’s House, received 
$5,000.  The rest of  the 
charities received $2,500 
each.  Those included: 
CMOE, Youth First, Ron-
ald McDonald House, the 
Junior League of  Evans-
ville, the West Side Nut 
Club, the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation- Evansville 
chapter, the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association, Easter 
Seals, the Tri-State Food 
Bank, and the Evansville 
African American Museum. 

“What a satisfying way to 
celebrate 40 years of  success 
in Evansville,” said Brinker’s 
Jewelers Vice President and 
co-owner Dirk Brinker. 
“Businesses should never 
forget the communities that 
support them. We only pros-
per when our neighbors do 
too.” 
When asked about having a 
business that has survived 
over forty years and three 
generations, Kyle Brinker, 
Chief  Financial Offi cer and 
Chief  Marketing Offi cer, at-
tributed that success to the 
“willingness to evolve and 
adapt while paying attention 
to the customers every step 
of  the way.” A perfect ex-
ample of  their willingness to 
evolve is with the shopping 

experience the Brinker fam-
ily has created at One Elev-
en South which is located at 
the corner of  Green River 
Road and the Lloyd Ex-
pressway. Since the Brinker 
family purchased One Elev-
en South (formally known 
as Harrison Village) back 
in 2005, their goal was pro-
vide the community a shop-
ping experience that was 
unrivaled.  They focused on 
having tenants that fi t a cer-
tain lifestyle catered to fun, 
fashion, and the overall en-
joyment of  shopping. Those 
tenants featured in One 
Eleven South are: Brinker’s 
Jewelers, Brinker’s Etc., Café 
111, Season’s Salon and Day 
Spa, Tuesday Morning, Epic 
Personal Training, and Top 
Spot Outdoors.

B
rinker’s Jewelers, 
Brinker’s Etc., and 
Café 111 are the an-

chor stores at One Eleven 
South. They are joined to-
gether by an in-store pas-
sageway for the shopping 
convenience of  their cus-
tomers.  What started out 
in 1972 as a 500 square 
foot jewelry store is now 
a 13,000 square foot shop-
ping experience. The jew-
elry repair department 
features eight jewelers with 

over 150 years of  combined 
jewelry repair and custom 
design experience.  The 
watch department features 
two Lititz Watch Technicum 
graduates that are WOSTEP, 
CW21 and SAWTA certi-
fi ed.  The staff  also includes 
two graduate gemologists 
from Gemological Insti-
tute of  America, ready to 
identify all stones and ma-
terials used in jewelry, and 
give the most accurate and 
up to date appraisals in the 

area.  “I would put our staff  
that is dedicated to custom 
design, servicing and repair 
up against any staff  in the 
Midwest,” said Kyle Brinker. 
“They are truly talented and 
passionate about what they 
do.”  The hard work and 
dedication of  the Brinker 
family sets the bar for the en-
tire staff.  It’s rare to able to 
walk into a business and be 
able to see the owners work-
ing every single day, however 
it’s an everyday occurrence at 
Brinker’s Jewelers.

B
y using experiences 
from their travels and 
combining them with 

their own personal ideas, the 
owners have created some-
thing that cannot be found 
anywhere in the Tri-State.  
They have the brands, ser-

vices, and overall value that 
cannot be found in a typical 
jewelry store.  Where else 
could you go and have your 
rings cleaned and inspected 
for free, while you have 
lunch inside of  a café, with 
an old world bistro feel, and 

shop for a unique gift for a 
loved one or an accessory 
for you home all in one 
location?  “We call this A 
World Away From The Ev-
eryday”, says Dean Brinker, 
President and co-owner of  
Brinker’s Jewelers.

I
n the fall of  2013, Brink-
er’s Jewelers and Brinker’s 
Etc. will bolster a whole 

new look that will complete 
the overall vision that the 
Brinker’s set out for when 
they purchased the building 

back in 2005. “We are rede-
fi ning what it means to buy 
and service jewelry and fi ne 
timepieces in this market,” 
stated Kyle Brinker, “and 
our little green box repre-
sents that”.  Brinker’s Jewel-

ers little green box repre-
sents family and tradition, 
while setting THE standard 
for overall quality and value 
when giving a gift during all 
of  life’s special occasions.

I
n addition to the new 
store layout, there will 
be a whole host of  new 

and exciting jewelry lines to 
go along with their current 
amazing selection, as well 
as a major investment in the 
watch and jewelry servicing 

facilities.  “We are so excited 
to show our customers and 
the community our new 
store,” says Dean Brinker. “I 
only dreamed that this would 
come together!  Know-
ing the sacrifi ces the family 
made long the way and how 

our little business started 
out compared to what it has 
become today makes me a 
very happy and humble 
man.  I couldn’t have pulled 
it off  without the love and 
support of  my family and 
wonderful staff.”

T
he second store to re-
ceive a face lift is Brink-
er’s Etc., which is owned 

and operated by Cheryl Brink-
er, Dean Brinker’s wife of  32 
years.  Brinker’s Etc. offers 
their customers an array of  
gift items including: eclectic 
jewelry, personal accessories, 
custom fl oral arrangements, 
and unique accessories such 
as pictures, lamps, and furni-
ture for your home or offi ce.  
Designer collections include: 
Julia Knight, Beatriz Ball, Lori 
Bonn Jewelry, Woodwick can-
dles and aromas, and Crab-
tree & Evelyn bath and body 
products to name a few.  Their 
showroom is nothing short of  
specular with all the colorful 

themes and seasonal changes 
throughout the year.  They 
give you a reason to frequent 
their wonderful store multiple 
times throughout the year, 
none more important than 
during Christmas time, when 
the store becomes a winter 
wonderland full of  holiday 
cheer.

 The fi nal phase to complete 
the unique shopping experi-
ence was a restaurant.  Dean 
Brinker said, “That was the 
missing piece to the puzzle 
when analyzing the shopping 
center.”    So, he created Café 
111 with the help of  his wife 
Cheryl Brinker and long term 
employee Cindy Flittner. The 

menu is full of  tasty items 
that promote indulgence.  
Glass top tables, soft cush-
ioned seats, and nice dishware 
accentuate the dining experi-
ence.  Café 111 is a great place 
to enjoy lunch with friends or 
family.  All menu items are 
made fresh daily and cooked 
to order.
Their signature honey almond 
chicken salad, pear salad, 18kt 
carrot cake muffi n, and coco-
nut chocolate chip cookie are 
among their patrons’ favorite 
items.  So the next time you 
have a free afternoon with 
friends or a little time to your-
self, and you want something 
different….Think Brinker’s!
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